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Have you 
voted yet in 
our online 

survey?supernova that was visible in

the daytime for 23 days. 

Betty Lou McQuade’s 18 third-graders at Blessed
Sacrament School in Washington are this week’s featured
class. Here’s some of what they told us.

Favorite author: Roald Dahl (8 votes) beat out Dr. Seuss 
(5 votes).

Favorite TV show: “Hannah Montana” eked out a win over
“Drake and Josh” — 7 votes to 6.

Favorite thing to collect: Music downloads got 6 votes,
followed by stuffed animals with 5.

Favorite game: A tie between Monopoly and Life, 5 votes
each.

Favorite thing to do with your family: “Go places” was the
choice of a bunch of kids (12, to be exact). 

Favorite local athlete: Gilbert Arenas and Mia Hamm tied
with 5 votes each, though neither is getting much playing
time these days!

How much time do you spend on the Internet each week? Five
kids said less than two hours; 8 said more than two hours;
and 5 don’t use the Internet.

What’s your favorite Web site? Webkinz.com is popular with
these kids.

Do you have a pet? This group has some interesting critters
running around at home, including ants (in an ant farm),
shrimp, hermit crabs and a leopard gecko.

What do you want to be when you grow up? Seven kids said
artists. Other career choices included stock trader, ice
skater, sportscaster and snowboarder.

What’s the biggest problem in the world today? Global
warming and war tied with 6 votes each. Five kids said
AIDS. 
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From Sunday’s KidsPost. How’d you do?
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TODAY: Sunny.

HIGH LOW

70 56
TOMORROW:
Sunny. High 81. 
Low 61.

ILLUSTRATION BY LARA HASSON, 8,
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In 1054, Chinese

sky-watchers saw a

supernova that was visible in

the daytime for 23 days. 

Astronomers have discov-
ered the brightest and most
powerful exploding star
ever detected — one that is

five times stronger than any meas-
ured before.

The massive star, which is as
much as 150 times the size of our
sun, exploded about 240 million
years ago. It was so far away that the
light from that explosion is just now
reaching Earth.

Astronomers were awestruck by
the discovery, which they said will
give them important clues about the
very earliest stars that formed soon
after the big bang. That was the
time, about 13.7 billion years ago,
when scientists say the universe be-
gan to expand from a single, enor-
mously hot and dense object. 

The discovery of the supernova

also has scientists concerned, and a
little excited, that a massive star
similar to the one just discovered
exists much closer to home, in our
Milky Way galaxy.

If that star, Eta Carinae (pro-
nounced et-a ca-RIN-a), blew up like
the faraway mega-star did, it could
send dangerous gamma rays toward
Earth. Far more likely, however, is
that Eta Carinae would become the
brightest star in the sky — sending
out so much energy that it could be
seen during the day and would be
bright enough that people could
read at night without artificial light. 

If Eta Carinae exploded, it “could
be the best star show in the history
of modern civilization,” said Mario
Livio, a scientist with the Space
Telescope Science Institute in Balti-
more. Because of its location in the

Milky Way, however, the star would
be seen only in the Southern Hemi-
sphere.

The newly discovered exploding
star, called SN 2006gy, was first no-
ticed in September during a routine
search of the night sky by a Uni-
versity of Texas graduate student.
Researchers there and at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley
then began examining the distant
star using several large telescopes
and NASA’s orbiting Chandra X-ray
Observatory.

Scientists are especially interest-
ed in super-massive stars because
they were most likely central to the
spread of basic elements across the
universe. 

Enormous stars that formed soon
after the big bang were collections
of hydrogen and helium, scientists

say, and produced heavier elements
when they became unstable and ex-
ploded into what is called a su-
pernova. Those heavy elements,
such as nickel and iron, were then
spewed into space and later formed
other stars and planets.

Most smaller stars implode rath-
er than explode — collapsing into
black holes or a neutron star, a cold
and extremely dense remnant of a
star. Nothing can escape from ei-
ther.

Scientists have been able to
watch the bright burning of
SN 2006gy for months, which is
uncommon for a supernova. Eight
months after its enormity was estab-
lished, the supernova’s explosions
are as powerful as any measured be-
fore. 

— Marc Kaufman
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An artist’s illustration of supernova SN 2006gy, which exploded about 240 million years ago.

Bang! Zoom!
Explosion of a Distant Supernova Has Scientists Seeing Stars in a New Light 

By Cecelia Porter 
Special to The Washington Post

Representing more than 100 area schools,
the Children’s Chorus of Washington collab-
orated with the vocal ensemble Sweet Hon-
ey in the Rock on Saturday for an audience
of enthralled youngsters at Strathmore Hall.
Conducted primarily by its founder and ar-
tistic director, Joan Gregoryk, the chorus
filled the concert’s first half with music by
Johann Sebastian Bach, Aaron Copland and
gospel composer Keith Hampton, among
others. In every aspect, the chorus easily ri-
vals the finest children’s choirs anywhere —

even Austria’s Vienna Choir Boys.
After an exuberant version of a section

from Leonard Bernstein’s “Mass” by the en-
tire 150-member chorus (with tenor Robert
Baker) the singers appeared separately in
three sections divided by age: the Treble (8
to 12), Bel Canto (11 to 13) and Concert (11
to 18) choruses. And they were as dis-
ciplined in parading on and off the stage
(several times) as they were polished, ded-
icated and attentive in musicmaking.
Among the many striking feats of the day
was the Bel Canto’s agility, precise German
diction and balance in an intricate duet
(“Wir eilen mit schwachen, doch emsigen

Schritten”) from Bach’s BWV 78 Cantata
conducted by Michael Wu. The Treble sing-
ers sparkled in an arrangement sung in Ca-
jun French, and the Concert Chorus excelled
in a Latin psalm setting by Rupert Lang.

Engaging the audience with West African
chant refrains and jazzy riffs, the Sweet Hon-
ey sextet (one member did signing) was its
justly fabled self not only in its stunning
command of blues, gospel, rap and other
styles and its vocal imitations of instru-
ments, but also in the causes — civil rights,
peace — conveyed in their texts. The
21⁄2-hour program ended with everyone sing-
ing together.

MUSIC CENTER AT STRATHMORE

BY DWIGHT CARTER

The Children’s
Chorus of
Washington and
the vocal group
Sweet Honey in the
Rock. The two
ensembles
performed a
superb and
engaging joint
concert Saturday. 

Music

Masterly Young Voices With a Touch of Honey
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